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from countries like Mexico, El Sal-
vador, Guatemala and Cuba. In fact,
Southwest Detroit, known as
Mexicantown by its residents, is the
fastest growing part of Detroit. His-
panics who have come to Detroit have
opened businesses, bought homes and
turned a once neglected urban neigh-
borhood into a thriving community
that has become one of the centers of
the city.

One woman, Maria Hlena Rodriguez,
has had a lot to do with this turn-
around. Her hard work as president of
the Mexicantown Community Develop-
ment Corporation has helped to provide
the spark needed to reinvigorate a
community. Ms. Rodriguez is currently
in the process of helping to build a wel-
come center for people coming into De-
troit across the Ambassador Bridge, an
effort she hopes will fulfil her mission
to bring more business and visitors to
her neighborhood.

Hispanic contributions to Michigan
businesses abound. The Kellogg Com-
pany, founded and headquartered in
Battle Creek, Michigan, has millions of
customers in over 160 countries, and is
the world’s leading producer of cereal.
Its CEO is Carlos Gutierrez, who start-
ed with Kellogg’s as a sales representa-
tive in Mexico City, and after 25 years
with the company is now in charge of
this global giant.

Education has long played a promi-
nent role in Hispanic culture. The first
free integrated public school was estab-
lished in St. Augustine, Florida in Sep-
tember of 1787. On March 31, 2000 Re-
becca Arenas was awarded the ‘‘Caesar
Chavez Civil Rights Achievement
Award” for her work to better the lives
of Hispanics in general, and migrant
workers in particular. Rebecca’s par-
ents brought her to Michigan at the
age of b from Crystal City, Texas. Her
parents were migrant workers who
chose to stay in Michigan because they
believed it would allow Rebecca to
have a better education. Because of the
actions of her parents, Rebecca devel-
oped a commitment to education that
would last a lifetime. Rebecca passed
this commitment to education onto her
children, all seven of whom have re-
ceived a post-secondary education. In
addition to the ‘‘Caesar Chavez’’ award,
Rebecca has received recognition on
numerous other occasions because of
her work in education, health care, and
voter registration.

For these and countless others rea-
sons, it is a pleasure for me to stand
today with my Senate colleagues in

commemorating National Hispanic
Heritage Month.
————

OUR PART FOR SCHOOL SAFETY

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, over the
last few years, high profile school
shootings across this country have left
teachers, parents, and students scared
and confused. In response, the FBI has
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conducted an exhaustive study on
school shootings in an effort to assess,
intervene and prevent such tragedies
from occurring in the future. The re-
port, entitled, ‘‘School Shooter: A
Threat Assessment Perspective,” rec-
ommends specific steps for school offi-
cials to take to prevent youth violence.
The report notes that in the vast ma-
jority of cases, kids do not turn violent
overnight. Instead, those who become
violent tend to exhibit increasingly
disturbing patterns of behavior as their
fascination with violence builds. By
learning to recognize these behavioral
signs, teachers and students can be pre-
pared to investigate and intervene be-
fore potentially violent situations get
out of control.

The FBI report goes on to suggest
specific measures schools can take to
head off potential shootings. The re-
port recommends that students and
faculty should be trained to recognize
certain warning signs that students
may be considering committing violent
acts; groups of faculty and students
should be established to encourage stu-
dents not to keep silent when they rec-
ognize potential threats; programs
should be developed to teach parents to
recognize behavior that may indicate
that their children are prone to acts of
violence. In addition to these preven-
tive measures, the FBI recommends
that schools establish specially trained
Threat Assessment Teams to handle
evaluating and responding to threats if
and when they arise.

The FBI warns teachers, parents, and
students that they should not ignore
any threat of violence. We in Congress
should follow the same advice. Yet,
while parents and school officials are
pursuing more vigorous responses to
potential violence, we in Congress
seem to be less responsive to such dan-
ger. Over the last few years, many of us
in Congress have continually tried to
close the loopholes in our laws that
permit school children to gain access
to firearms. Unfortunately, our efforts
have been stymied by the leadership in
the House of Representatives. In a few
weeks, this session of Congress will
come to an end. Before we adjourn,
let’s do our part and reduce the threat
of gun violence in our schools and com-
munities.

(At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

————

THE COUNTERTERRORISM ACT OF
2000

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
am delighted to join my good friend
Senator JON KYL in sponsoring S. 3205,
the Counterterrorism Act of 2000. This
bill, introduced last night, seeks to im-
prove our ability to prevent and re-
spond to terrorist attacks.

In light of the events yesterday in
the Middle East, there can be no doubt
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of the need for this legislation, and I
urge my colleagues to act quickly to
pass this important bill.

All the evidence now indicates that
the cowardly and reprehensible attack
on the U.S. Navy destroyer U.S.S. Cole
yesterday in Aden was a terrorist sui-
cide attack. It appears that the bomb-
ers had infiltrated the port’s harbor op-
erations and carefully planned the op-
eration. It is fortunate that the explo-
sion did not set off Tomahawk cruise
missiles or other ordnance on board,
causing even more devastation.

If found to be a terrorist incident,
the attack on the U.S.S. Cole would be
the worst against the U.S. military
since the bombing of an Air Force bar-
racks in Saudi Arabia killed 19 airmen
in 1996. It would also be the worst at-
tack on a Navy ship since an Iraqi mis-
sile struck an American guided-missile
frigate in 1987, killing 37 sailors.

My heart goes out to the families of
the American sailors who were Kkilled
or injured or who are still missing.
Their tragedy underlines the constant
danger faced by our armed forces
around the world and the need for this
country to remain vigilant in pro-
tecting them from terrorist and other
attacks.

The attack on the U.S.S. Cole was no
isolated incident. In fact, just today, a
bomb was hurled at the British em-
bassy in Yemen, causing a massive ex-
plosion.

I believe that we need to take strong
action to combat terrorism. There is
no question that terrorist attacks will
continue and that they will become
more deadly. Terrorists today often act
out of a visceral hatred of the U.S. or
the West and seek to wreak maximum
destruction and kill as many people as
possible.

At the same time, I believe that our
counterterrorism policy must be con-
ducted in a way that remains con-
sistent with our democratic values and
our commitment to an open, free soci-
ety.

To help avert attacks such as those
on the U.S.S. Cole, Senator KYL and I
have introduced S. 3205. This legisla-
tion implements major recommenda-
tions from a bipartisan, blue-ribbon
commission on terrorism.

Specifically, the bill aims to review
legal authority for responding to cata-
strophic terrorist attacks and increase
long-term research and development to
counter such attacks, improve controls
on biological pathogens and equipment
that could be used in a terrorist as-
sault, discourage terrorist fundraising,
improve the sharing of information
about terrorists, keep Syria and Iran
on the list of countries that sponsor
terrorism, and fully reimburse counter-
intelligence personnel for insurance
they purchase to protect themselves
from professional liability.

In many ways, the Kyl-Feinstein
Counterterrorism Act of 2000 is a coun-
terpart bill to the Justice for Victims
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of Terrorism Act that just passed the
Senate 95 to 0. That legislation, of
which I was a chief cosponsor, will
make it easier for American victims of
terrorism abroad to collect court-
awarded compensation and to ensure
that the responsible state sponsors of
terrorism pay a price for their crimes.
The act also contained an amendment I
authored with Senator PATRICK LEAHY
that will provide faster and better as-
sistance to victims of terrorism
abroad. This legislation, which has
passed the House as well, will now go
the desk of President Clinton, who will
sign it.

While I strongly support assisting
terrorist victims, I also believe that we
need to do more to prevent Americans
from becoming victims of terrorism in
the first place. And I believe that we
should act now—before terrorists
strike again, killing and injuring more
Americans and leaving more families
grieving. I urge Congress to act pass S.
3205 before we adjourn.e

————

CONGRESS MUST ADDRESS IN-
EQUITIES SUFFERED BY FED-
ERAL RETIREES

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend the Congress and
the President on the recent enactment
of S. 2420, the bill to provide long-term
healthcare insurance for federal em-
ployees. As the nation’s largest em-
ployer, we have set an example for the
private sector in establishing a long-
term care insurance program for fed-
eral workers and retirees. At least thir-
teen million people are expected to
benefit from this far-sighted effort, but
there is more work to be done on those
issues affecting current and former
Federal employees. Today, I wish to
highlight three proposals on which I
have received much correspondence
from my constituents: repeal of the
Government Pension Offset, GPO,
elimination of the Social Security
Windfall Elimination Provision, WEP;
and, health insurance premium conver-
sion availability.

I am a cosponsor of S. 717, Senator
MIKULSKI’s proposal to reform the
GPO. Additionally, I am a supporter of
initiatives in the House of Representa-
tives to eliminate the WEP. Both
pieces of legislation alleviate current
laws that block Federal annuitants and
their spouses from collecting full So-
cial Security benefits. Because of the
current budget rules requiring the off-
setting of spending cuts or tax in-
creases, passage of these reforms have
been complicated.

We should not penalize people who
have worked hard and contributed to
the country simply because they
worked for the Federal government and
receive a Federal pension. This Senate
must consider these bills a priority,
and seriously review the offsets nec-
essary to achieve these essential and
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fair changes. I believe that we need to
enforce a budget discipline which will
balance the budget without borrowing
payroll tax dollars from the Social Se-
curity trust fund and any other federal
trust funds. However, now that the
budget is balanced, we should first re-
store the change that helped bring us
toward fiscal soundness.

Finally, I wish to address the avail-
ability of health insurance premium
conversion arrangements. As my col-
leagues may be aware, no Senate legis-
lation has been introduced, but H.R.
4277 has been introduced in the House.
Under the provisions of this bill, the
Office of Personnel Management, OPM,
would be directed to take necessary
measures to ensure that enrollees have
the option to paying charges out of
pre-tax earnings. This would ensure
equal premium tax treatment for fed-
eral workers and retirees. I urge my
House and Senate colleagues to provide
full consideration to this legislation,
and bring Federal employees and retir-
ees pay and benefit equity and fairness.

Mr. President, these are just three
issues of concern to me and my con-
stituents. While enactment of the long-
term care bill was a great step forward,
I must reiterate my call for more work
to be done. I am hopeful that we may
make a serious effort on this legisla-
tion on the few remaining days of the
106th Congress. These concerns will not
go away, and I know we will surely be
hearing about the GPO, WEP, and pre-
mium conversion in the next Congress
is we do not take action this year.

————

2256TH BIRTHDAY OF THE UNITED
STATES NAVY

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating the 225th birthday to the United
States Navy, by passing Senate Resolu-
tion 373. Several of the Senate’s other
veterans of naval service have joined
me in sponsoring this resolution and I
thank Senator MCCAIN, Senator MoOY-
NIHAN, Senator WARNER, Senator COCH-
RAN, Senator ROBB, Senator BOB SMITH,
Senator MILLER, Senator BoB KERREY
and Senator JOHN KERRY.

While we like to celebrate on a birth-
day, we must pause in solemn reflec-
tion, for yesterday, the Navy family
suffered a tragic loss. I send my heart-
felt condolences to the U.S.S. Cole and
her extended family. Like thousands of
Sailors before them, these brave men
and women have made the ultimate
sacrifice in service to their country.
The loss is felt by the entire nation,
and the entire nation grieves with you
and expresses gratitude for your sac-
rifice.

October 13, 1775, was the day that the
Continental Congress established a
“Naval Committee” to acquire and fit
out vessels for sea and draw up regula-
tions. By the following month the com-
mittee procured two ships, two brigs
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and later two sloops and two schooners.
From these modest beginnings, the
greatest Navy in the world has grown.
Down through the years, the Navy has
been central to the history of this na-
tion, and ever-integral to her longevity
and prosperity.

Mr. President, I had the honor of
serving in the Navy. Perhaps my great-
est honor during my service as a young
naval intelligence officer was working
for Admiral Arleigh ‘‘31-Knot” Burke,
when he was Chief of Naval Operations.
A heroic WWII destroyer squadron
commander, Admiral Burke was truly
a man of vision. Under his tutelage I
learned valuable lessons about the
Navy’s place in our history, but also
about the key role it plays today in ec-
onomics, science, politics, and inter-
national relations. Then as now, the
world was an uncertain place, and the
Navy played a vital role in calming the
waters.

Admiral Burke is the namesake for
the class of destroyers to which the
U.S.S. Cole belongs. The Cole tragedy
brings the spotlight on the Navy and
the day-in, day-out honor, courage and
commitment of her sailors. At the
commissioning of the lead ship in the
class, Admiral Burke stated fittingly
“This ship is built to fight, you had
better know how.”” A quote reminiscent
of Captain John Paul Jones legendary
declaration: ‘I wish to have no connec-
tion with any ship that does not sail
fast, for I intend to go in harm’s way.”’
These are the best ships in the world,
manned by the world’s best Sailors, but
they are not impregnable fortresses,
they do sail in harm’s way.

Many have expressed incredulity at
the attack on the warship Cole. But,
she was in a vulnerable situation—
coming pierside to replenish fuel in a
presumed-benign environment. The
task that was to occupy Cole and her
crew over the next several months—
maritime interdiction duty in the Per-
sian Gulf—was more precarious. Ships
refuel in foreign ports daily as they
have for many years. But this tragedy
is a reminder that the peace and pros-
perity we enjoy is not without cost, nor
are the commitments we make to our
allies.

The U.S.S. Cole is one of the Navy’s
finest warships—one of 318 operational
ships. 4108 Navy aircraft are also oper-
ational today. 42 percent of those ships
are away from homeport and 32 per-
cent, like the Cole and the U.S.S.
George Washington Battlegroup, of
which she was a member, are deployed.
These numbers provide a snapshot of
the Navy’s diligence around the globe.
Their involvement in contingency op-
erations over the last 10 years is also
very telling. From 1946 to 1989 (44
years) the U.S. Navy responded to 195
crises, while from 1990 to 1999 (10 years)
the Navy responded to 122 crises. Such
optempos demand much of the men and
women in uniform, and their loved ones
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